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Slender, sinuous, smoothly white I squirm:
Soft and helpless, an unaggressive worm.
Swallow me, though, and I'll bore through your gut,
Wriggle into your bloodstream, slide and float,
Until I reach your heart, where I shall eat
Into the Living fibers as they beat.
Imbedded in a little pearly cyst,
Safe from the world, within your life I'll exist
Quite passive and content and cause no strife.
I would not harm the man who is my life.
Vague tiredness and heaviness of breath
At most result, to linger on till death.
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